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SBIDZ Media Release 
 
DTIC Deputy Minister Fikile Majola launches SBIDZ Energy Transition Webinar Series 

• CSIR report identified Saldanha Bay as a region to develop green hydrogen 
• Webinar series will focus on aspects of the just energy transition 

• Innovation and collaboration will ensure smart green manufacturing is effective 
• Skills transfer will be a priority 

 
The Saldanha Bay Industrial Development Zone (SBIDZ) and Saldanha Bay Innovation Campus (SB-IC) are 
launching a series of webinars focusing on balancing the growing call for decarbonisation with a just energy 
transition. 
 
While the series will focus on aspects of the energy transition relevant to the SBIDZ, it will encompass the broader, 
nationwide picture. The Deputy Minister of the DTIC, Mr Fikile Majola, will deliver the keynote address at the 
inaugural webinar on 15 February. The theme is “Smart manufacturing in the marine and energy sector through 
the lens of a special economic zone”.  
 
A recent CSIR report identified Saldanha Bay as a region to develop green hydrogen for export purposes. The first 
of the three-part series will focus on smart manufacturing in the marine and energy sector through the lens of a 
special economic zone (SEZ) and include the Coega SEZ in the discussion to drive collaboration. The second will 
look at Saldanha as a hydrogen energy hub, and then finally, we will discuss hydrogen-based steel production. 
 
The webinars present a unique opportunity to collaborate with the other SEZs across the country, seeking to 
harness the opportunities brought on by the energy transition. These include, for example, the East London SEZ 
industrial symbiosis waste management programme, the electricity cogeneration project planned at Richard’s Bay 
SEZ, Upington’s solar-based technology manufacturing, and the Bojanala Platinum Valley fuel cell development 
project. 
 
The first webinar is scheduled for 15 February 2022 (12:30-14:00). The session will consist of a keynote address, 
panel discussion and question and answer segment. 
 
The panel discussion will comprise people with the expertise and knowledge who will unpack the opportunities that 
lie in a special economic zone for smart manufacturing, specifically regarding the marine and energy sectors. There 
will be talk about the advanced technologies used in smart manufacturing and the role that innovation and 
collaboration play in ensuring that the smart manufacturing of green technologies is effective within the South 
African context. Discussions will also focus on the necessary skills transfer required to occur in the community. 
 
Deputy Minister Majola served as the portfolio committee chairperson on Energy until 2019. He is an active 
member of the ANC and South African Communist Party (SACP) and currently serves as a member of the Central 
Committee and Politburo of the SACP. 
 
Saldanha Bay Innovation Campus is a world-class innovation hub and learning centre that aims to deliver 
research, innovation, collaboration, learning opportunities and skills development that will serve both local and 
global industry needs. Its purpose is to contribute to the creation of the sustainable and competitive environment 
within the SBIDZ. 
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To register for the webinar, please visit 
https://universe.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ymt6sa5WRTqTQQlHcVcnNA 
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Issued on behalf of the Saldanha Bay Industrial Development Zone (SBIDZ) by FTI Consulting. For more 
information contact: 
SBIDZ@fticonsulting.com 
Innovationcampus@sbidz.co.za  
info@sbidz.co.za 
 
 
Background 
 
Saldanha Bay Industrial Development Zone (SBIDZ) 
Launched in 2013, SBIDZ is one of Africa’s premier oil, gas and maritime industries and services centre, offering a 
world-class integrated engineering, fabrication, logistics and Freeport environment to zone users and tenants. It is 
the largest and deepest natural port in the Southern Hemisphere and has 356 ha space catering specifically to the 
oil and gas, maritime fabrication, marine repair, logistics and related support services. It is South Africa’s first and 
only Special Economic Zone (SEZ) located within a port. Saldanha Bay neighbours a major global trade route: 30 
000 vessels sail through South Africa’s waters annually. 
Saldanha Bay Innovation Campus 
This world-class innovation hub and learning centre is engaged in facilitating and stimulating collaboration between 
industry, academia, government, and the local community. It incorporates a combination of specialised training 
from universities, private sector investment, public sector support, and international and domestic industry 
expertise. In addition, the campus provides support for entrepreneurs as they progress through incubation and 
acceleration programmes with access to sources of capital funding for ongoing development and 
commercialisation. 
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